
 

 

 
 
We recognise that animals offer the potential for a very positive learning 
experience for children to learn about taking care and showing responsibility for animals as 
well as developing an understanding of the importance of the humane treatment of living 
creatures, but animals cannot be allowed to endanger the children’s safety or disrupt 
learning. And for that reason there should be a clear educational purpose for an animal 
visiting the nursery. Care of animals within the EYFS is carefully risk assessed. 
 
Staff must ensure that the animals are in good health and have had all the necessary 
immunisations or vaccinations. Where possible, evidence should be provided. 
Any animal brought to nursery must remain under control of the responsible adult/owner at 
all times. The animal should be restrained on a leash or in a suitable carrier. 
 
Should any child or adult be scratched or bitten by an animal, the school nurse will be 
informed and first aid must be administered immediately and in the case of a child, parents 
will be informed. A copy of the incident report will be shown to the involved family and the 
policy for animals in nursery will need to be reviewed accordingly. 
 
Health issues are considered when assessing the appropriateness of animals 
in the nursery. Prior to the consideration of the introduction of an animal to the children, 
staff must check the children’s medical information for any allergies etc. 
It is our policy to consider the safety, health and well being of every child when making 
decisions regarding the introduction of animals. When there is a conflict in this area, the 
manager will confer with staff to find an agreeable solution to the matter in 
consultation with others, e.g. the parents. If children have touched an animal it is essential 
that they wash their hands after the activity and that this is supervised to ensure that it is 
thorough. 
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